
An Overview of Reddit Or how I learned to troll and love the hive 
mind and the lulz and the cloud and the…
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Communities online

• Revolve around specific content or the freedom to post content.

• Specific communities include: Mashable (social media), Gawker (rumors), RockPaperShotgun (PC gaming)

• Context is enforced by moderators, relatively strict moderation

• ‘Free’ communities include: Facebook, Twitter, tumblr, 4chan

• Context is defined by audience and/or content, moderators enforce basic rules
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wat is reddit?

‣ “Reddit is a source for what’s new and 
popular on the web.”

‣ Almost 4chan.

‣ Democratic.

‣ Loyal group of communities.

‣ Difficulty with scaling.

‣ On the cutting edge with the meme world.

‣ lol bullets!
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L: http://blog.reddit.com/2011/02/reddit-billions-served.html
R: Compete, visits to Reddit
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http://www.cloudbusinessreview.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/reddit-down.jpg
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Reddit v. 4chan v. Mashable v. Gawker v. Techmeme
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Categories? Sections? Topics? Forums?

SUBREDDITS
- plural noun

1) a community that curates itself 
concerning one particular idea, 
general or specific; 

2) where moderators ban people
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L: MemeGenerator, because I felt like it
R: An excerpt of subreddits I subscribe to
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• /r/IAmA – I Am A _________, Ask Me 
Anything

• /r/fffffffuuuuuuuuuuuu – Rage Faces and 
comics

• /r/DAE – Does Anybody Else…

• /r/Politics – also more or less named 
/r/RonPaul

• /r/MineCraft – official subreddit for the 
game featuring posts from developers

Popular subreddits
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L: Link post
R: Text / self post
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L to R: a typical link post to /r/funny
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Rough estimation. Not scientific. Like magnets, since they’re magical.
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This is just how things are, folks. Slang is everywhere.
…the moar you know!!!!1!1!!!!!!!111!1!oneoneoneononeononeonone

Upvote

Downvote
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This is just how things are, folks. Slang is everywhere.
…the moar you know!!!!1!1!!!!!!!111!1!oneoneoneononeononeonone

Upvote  Upboat

Downvote Downboat
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• Not simply because you like the post

• Elevates the relevancy of the post in the 
subreddit

• The more upvotes, the more likely a post 
becomes frontpaged on behalf of the 
subreddit (which is almost like becoming 
famous / instant tumblr-fodder / repost 
material)

• Trolling /r/circlejerk

When to upboat… ideally
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• Not simply because you don’t like the post

• Diminishes the relevancy of the post in the 
subreddit because it’s just plain wrong 
factually

• Post breaks the subreddit rules for 
acceptable posts (though moderators 
typically clean house)

• Trolling /r/circlejerk any subreddit, really

When to downvote… ideally

18



Exploring Reddit

• Use common sense.

• NSFW means ‘Not Safe For Work’.

• Many NSFW posts are also not safe for LIFE.

• Just as with Craigslist, 4chan, other forums and networks: criminal activity is present. AVOID LIKE 
PLAGUE. 

• Getting V& happens, believe it or not.

NSFW
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Questions? Comments? Concerns? Misunderstandings? 
What’s with the alien? Why are you tall?
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